UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 


AD386078 

CLASSIFICATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release;  distribution  is 
unlimited. 


FROM: 

Distribution  authorized  to  U.S.  Gov't,  agencies 
and  their  contractors ; 

Administrative/Operational  Use;  05  MAY  1967. 
Other  requests  shall  be  referred  to  Office  of 
the  Adjutant  General  (Army) ,  Washington,  DC 
20310. 


_ AUTHORITY _ 

AGO  ltr  29  Apr  1980  ;  AGO  ltr  29  Apr  1980 


THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 


THIS  REPORT  HAS  BEEN  DELIMITED 
AND  CLEARED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE 
UNDER  DOD  DIRECTIVE  5200.20  AND 
NO  RESTRICTIONS  ARE  IMPOSED  UPON 
ITS  USE  AND  DISCLOSURE. 

DISTRIBUTION  STATEMENT  A 

APPROVED  FOR  PUBLIC  RELEASE; 
DISTRIBUTION  UNLIMITED. 


SECURITY 

MARKING 


TIm  classified  or  limited  status  of  this  report  applies 
to  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  marked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMBNT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  1$, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.  S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  mfcy  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings'*  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in. any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  seJ,l  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 


Best 

Available 

Copy 


HBBDUI-r 

OFFICE  OF  THK  ADJUTANT  OCNCftAU 
WASHINGTON,  D.C.  MSI* 


Fv\ 


^  n 


oo 

!> 

O 

<0 

00 

CO 


HW.V  VICFCft  TO 

AGAM-P  (M)  (11  Oct  67)  FOR  0T  RD-670258 


20  Octobar  1967 


SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters, 
1st  Battalion,  83d  Artillery 


TO:  SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  by 


USACDC  in  accordance  with 
accordance  with  paragraph 
rective  actions  should  be 
celpt  of  covering  letter. 


paragraph  6f,  AR  1-19  and  by  USCONARC  In 
6c  and  d,  AR  1-19.  Evaluations  and  cor- 
reported  to  ACS  FOR  OT  within  90  days  of  re- 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure 
appropriate  benefits  in  the  future  from  Lessons  Learned  during  current 
operations,  and  may  be  adapted  fot  use  In  developing  training  material. 
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BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 


1  Incl 

as 


X/  A 

!.  A.  5TANFIEL  /  1 


Colonel,  AGC  \y 
Acting  The  Adjutant  General 
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Commanding  Generals 
US  Continental  Army  Command 
US  Army  Combat  Developments  Command 
Commandants 

US  Army  Command  and  General  Staff  College 

US  Army  War  College 

US  Army  Air  Defense  School 

US  Army  Armor  School 

US  Army  Artillery  and  Missile  School 

US  Army  Aviation  School 

US  Army  Chemical  School 

US  Army  Civil  Affairs  School 

US  Army  Engineer  School 

US  Army  Infantry  School 

US  Army  Intelligence  School 
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DISTRIBUTION  (Cont'd) 

US  Any  Medical  Field  Service  School 
US  Any  Military  Police  School 
US  Any  Ordnance  School 
US  Any  Quartemaeter  School 
US  Any  Security  Agency  School 
U8  Any  81gnal  School 
U8  Any  Special  Warfare  School 
US  Any  Transportation  School 

Coplea  furnlahadt 
Office,  Chief  of  Staff,  US  Any 
Deputy  Chlefa  of  Staff 
Chief  of  Research  and  Development 
Assistant  Chiefs  of  Staff 
Chief  of  Enslnaars 
The  Surgeon  General 
The  Provost  Marshal  General 
Commending  Generals 

101st  Airborne  Division  (-) 

11th  Infantry  Brigade  (Sep) 

Commanding  Officers 
198th  Infantry  Brigade 
Hq,  1st  Battalion,  83d  Artillery 
Army  Attache,  London  (Thru  ACSI) 

Director,  Weapons  System  Evaluation  Group 
OSD  (SA),  Southeast  Asia  Forces  (Dr.  Bailey) 

Documents  Control  Officer  (Mr.  Smith)  Bell  Aero  Systems  Company 

Headquarters,  IS  Army  Weapons  Command 

Joint  Action  Control  Office 

National  Aeronautics  &  Space  Administration 

Research  Analysis  Corporation  (Library) 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  07  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS,  1ST  BATTALION,  83D  ARTILLERY 
APO  San  Francisco  96291 

AVGAZ-CO  5  May  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April 
I967,  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSF0R-65 


THRU:  Commanding  Officer 

54th  Artillery  Group 
APO  96376 


Commanding  General 

II  Field  Force  Vietnam  Artillery 

ATTN:  AVFB-FAC 

APO  96307 


Deputy  Commanding  General 
Uhited  States  Army  Vietnam 
ATTN:  AVC-DH 


Commander-ln-Chlef 
United  States  Army  Pacific 
ATTN:  GPOP-MH 


TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 

Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D.C.  20310 


WmgtM  at  3  year  Intervals 
S3CTI0N 1  MnsifM  after  12  xna 

SIGNIFICANT  HEADQUARTERS  OR  UNIT  ACTIVITIES  DOQ  M  5200.tQ, 

1.  (C)  Administration  and  Personnel* 

a*  The  1st  Battalion,  83d  Artillery,  remains  assigned  to 
the  54th  Artillery  Group  APO  9o37o. 

b*.  Normal  S-l  activities  have  been  conducted  during  the 
period  1  February  1967  through  30  April  1967* 
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AVOAZ-CO 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Boding  30  April 
1967 »  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

o.  Personnel  strength  of  the  command  on  30  April  196?  vast 


T03  ACTH  HTOE  PENDING  ASSIGNED 


IT  f ITT 

OFF 

EM 

OFF 

WO 

OFF 

_JBS 

Headquarters  Battery 

^9 

1 

146 

+1 

+1 

♦34 

19 

1 

136 

A  Battery 

3 

0 

110 

♦1 

+21 

3 

104 

B  Battery 

3 

0 

110 

♦1 

+21 

3 

110 

C  Battery 

3 

0 

110 

+1 

+21 

3 

100 

Service  Battery 

3 

3 

68 

+11 

3 

2 

74 

TOTALS 

31 

4 

544 

+4 

♦1 

+108 

31 

3 

512 

d*  Critical  MOS  shortages  in  NCO  grades*  During  the 
reporting  period  certain  key  HOS  shortages  vero  experienced.  These 
shortages  Included  NCO  grades  in  Mess  (94B4o)  and  Maintenance  (63C4o) 
The  reason  for  these  shortages  is  due  to  Compassionate  Reassignment s 
for  those  NCOs  concerned*  The  replacements  for  those  NCOs  have  been 
requisitioned  and  are  expected  to  be  filled  On  or  about  15  May *1967. 

e*  Personnel  changes  during  this  quarter  includes 

C-AIN3,  OFF  WO  EM  LOSSES  1  OFF  WO  EM 

11  0  63  11  1  80 

f*  Casualties  included: 


TYPE  NUMBER 

Killed  in  Action  0 

Wounded  in  Action  5 

Kissing  in  Action  0 

, 

lion  Battle  Dead  0 

Mon  Battle  Casualties  0 
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AVGAZ-CO 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  biding  30  April 
1967*  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR.65 

g.  Awards  and  Decorations  presented  to  member*  of  this 
eoaoHuad  Included! 

TYPE  SOMBER 


Silver  Star  0 
Legion  of  Merit  0 
Bronse  Star  (Valor)  0 
Bronse  Star  (Merit)  0 
Air  Medal  (Merit)  0 
Air  Medal  (Oak  Leaf  Cluster)  0 
Commendation  Medal  (Valor)  0 
Commendation  Medal  (Merit)  0 
Purple  Heart  *> 


NOTE:  In  addition  to  these  awards,  3  recommendations  for  awards  have 
been  submitted  and  are  pending  approval  by  USARV. 

h.  R  &  R  Program  schedules  Include  the  following » 

(1)  The  in-country  R&R  consisting  of  3  day  passes  to 
Vung  Tan  have  been  utilised  by  24  personnel. 


(2) 

o votes t 

The  out  of  country  R&R  Included  the  following  5  day 

LOCATION 

£5B 

MAR 

m 

TOTAL 

Bangkok 

6 

10 

10 

26 

Tolcyo 

12 

13 

9 

34 

Manila 

0 

1 

2 

3 

Ilong  Kong 

6 

8 

12 

26 

Taipei 

7 

10 

1 

18 

Singapore 

2 

4 

3 

9 

Xuala  Lumpur 

0 

0 

2 

2 

3 
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AVGAZ-CO 


SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April 
1967y  Reporta  Control  Syebol  CSPOR-6? 

h,  (2)  continued. 


Lamm  m 

MAR  APR 

TOTAL 

Penang  2 

CM 

* 

8 

Hawaii  12 

10  15 

37 

1.  Unit  mall  clerks  pick  up  and  deliver  mall  from  the  near¬ 
est  APO.  Numbers  for  the  units  are  as  follows* 

MU 

APO 

Headquarters  Battery 

96291 

A  Battery 

96291 

B  Battery 

96370 

~  Battery 

96376 

Service  Battery 

96291 

Judicial  and  Non- Judicial  actions  by  units 

included: 

222X 

3 UHHKT 

AMICL8  If  CODBI 

SPECIAL  CdU&'tAL 

COURT  L- 

Headquarters  Battery 

3 

0 

2 

0 

h  Battery 

12 

0 

2 

0 

B  Battery 

4 

0 

0 

0 

c  Battery 

S 

0 

1 

0 

vy-.-vice  Battery 

3 

0 

1 

0 

TOTALS 

30 

0 

6 

0 

k,  Pertinent  medical  service  statistics  include* 
Total  patient  visits  (unit  porsonnel)  633 

Admitted  to  hospital  15 

Evacuated  within  the  country  0 

Evacuated  out  of  country  1 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April 
1967j  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSF0R-6? 

k.  continued. 

Malaria  Cases  1 

l.  Reportable  accidents  included: 

UNIT 

VEHICLE 

AIRCRAFT 

PERSONNEL 

l 

Headquarters  Battery 

0 

0 

0 

.  Battery 

0 

0 

0 

>•  Battery 

1 

0 

0 

J  Battery 

0 

0 

0 

Service  Battery 

2 

0 

0 

“C'TALS 

3 

0 

0 

m.  The  morale 

of  the  command 

is  outstanding  due  to  out- 

"banding  leadership  present  throughout  the  battalion,  the  R&R  pro¬ 
gram  in  effect  in  the  battalion,  and  the  completion  of  mess  halls 
'cid  barracks  facilities  throughout  the  battalion. 


n.  Educational  opportunities  for  personnel  are  provided 
by  USAFI  extension  courses. 

o.  Religious  Services,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic,  are 
■eld  on  a  regular  basis  by  Chaplains  from  the  1st  Australian  Task 

f;crce. 


p..  Throughout  the  battalion,  personal  hygene.  health  con- 
. >L,  and  VD  control  are  good.  The  Battalion  Sergeon  is  pleased 
:  r.U  the  cooperation  of  all  units  in  maintaining  proper  facilities 
/■v.'  .i  training  to  facilitate  a  high  state  of  health. 

2.  (C)  Intelligence  -  Sources  available  to  this  battalion  are 

follows: 

a.  II  Field  Force  Vietnam 

(1)  FWMF 

(2)  Other  sources 
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ATCAZ-CO 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April 
1967^  Reports  control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

2. b  continued. 

b.  1  ATF 

(1)  patrols  (Inf,  SAS-LRRP) 

\ 

(2)  Visual  recon  (Army) 

(3)  RAAF 

(4)  Agents 

c.  Sector 

(1)  RVH/RF/PP  Units/Agents 

(2)  National  Police/Agents 

(3)  FAC 

d.  l/83d  Arty  -  Visual  recon  (0-1) 

3.  (U)  Training. 

a.  On  the  job  and  individual  cross-training  continues  in 
oil  units  of  the  1st  Bn,  83d  Arty.  In  addition,  on  21  April  1967 
the  battalion  published  a  training  memorandum  implementing  a  formal 
mandatory  training  program.  The  training  program  establishes  a 
Tories  of  minimum  mandatory  subjects,  as  established  by  this  and 
higher  headquarters,  to  be  scheduled  and  taught  monthly.  A  monthly 
twining  schedule  omitting  dates,  times  and  instructors  is  Issued 
to  each  battery.  Battery  Commanders  in  keeping  with  their  oper- 
0 clonal  mission  assign  dates,  times  and  instructors,  add  their  own 
!.■. wired  subjects  and  are  then  to  return  their  then  completed  train- 
schedules  to  the  Battalion  S-3.  Further,  a  request  has  been 
fi  r  warded  to  the  586th  Signal  Company  APO  96490  requesting  projec¬ 
tors  and  the  establishment  of  an  audio-visual  aids  account.  A  per- 
6*AC|nal  infusion  program  with  the  9th  Infantry  Division  involving  50 
personnel  of  assorted  grades  and  MOSs  was  accomplished  on  19  April 
1?67.  Most  of  the  personnel  received  by  this  unit  have  established 
DTHOSs  in  January  of  1968,  It  is  envisioned  that  a  continuity  of 
trained  and  experienced  heavy-artillerymen  will  be  established  by 
this  program.  In  that  most  personnel  of  this  battalion  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  rotation  in  September  1967.  Further  infusion  of  personnel 
from  other  units  is  planned. 
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SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April 
1967,  Reports  Control  Synbol  C8FCR-65 

3*b  continued* 

b*  The  following  periods  of  mandatory  training  for  per* 
sormel  were  conducted  during  the  reported  period! 

(1)  Command  Informations  12  hours* 

(2)  Character  Guidance!  6  hours* 

(3)  First  Aids  4  hours* 

4*  (C)  Operations* 

a*  Normal  operations)  consistent  with  the  battalion  mis¬ 
sion)  were  conducted  during  the  reported  period* 

b*  On  26  Jan  through  7  Feb  67  Battery  C  deployed  Its  8n 
howitzer 'platoon  to  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment's  base  camp 
VIC  YS  m>396*  With  the  175mm  guns  remaining  at  base  camp  Battery  C 
reinforced  the  artillery  fires  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment* 
the  Regiment  was  engaged  In  search  and  clearing  missions  within 
their  TACR. 

o*  From  7  Mar  through  9  Mar  67  Battery  C  supported  from 
base  camp  a  combination  ARVN  and  Special  Forces  long  range  patrol* 
The  patrol  was  on  a  search  and  destroy  mission  in  the  vicinity  of 
YT  4*53  189*  C  Battery  fired  a  total  of  66  rounds  In  direct  support 
of  the  patrol  with  unknown  results* 

d*  From  IQ  Mar  through  23  Mar  67  Battery  C  supported  from 
base  oamp  a  search  and  destroy  operation  conducted  by  the  52d  ARJfN 
Ranger  Battalion  In  ctn  area  12,000  to  15,000  meters  Iwrtheast  of 
Xhnn  Loo  by  firing  8  rounds  of  6N  artillery  in  dlreot  support* 

e*  Gki  23  and  24  Mar  67  Battery  C  supported  a  search  and 
destroy  mission  conducted  by  soldiers  of  the  CIDQ  In  the  vicinity  of 
YT  410  120*  The  support  consisted  of  a  forward  observer  party* 

f*  Operat  loir  Camden  (1-2  Feb  67)*  This  operation  was  a 
cordon  and  search  of  portions  of  Roa  Long  Y8  4264*  The  5th  Royal 
Australian  Regiment,  A  sqn  3d  Cav  Rest,  Australian  Task  Force  de¬ 
tachments  and  Sector  troops  took  part*  Task  Force  artillery  sup¬ 
ported  the  operation  from  base  looatlon*  over  1.000  villagers 
were  processed  and  of  this  number  five  were  detained*  Battery  A 
was  on  call  for  offensive  and  defensive  fires  during  the  operation  * 
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AVGAZ-CO 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April 
1967t  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

4*g  continued. 

!•  Operation  Tambourine  (1-8  Feb  67).  This  operation  In¬ 
volved  the  6th  Royal  Australian  Regiment  9  A  Sqn  3d  Cav  Regt  and  the 
I6l8t  Royal  New  Zealand  Artillery  Battery  in  search  and  destroy  op¬ 
erations  East  and  Northeast  of  Dat  Do  (Y8  4960)*  The  operation 
resulted  In  minor  oontaot  with  the  TO  and  these  contacts  were  with 
small  groups*  Overall  VO  casualties  weret  four  VC  XIA,  and  one  VC 
VIA*  Additionally  a  quanlty  of  rice  was  recovered  as  well  as  one 
Chi  com  rifle*  Battery  A  Supported  this  operation  from  base  oamp 
firing  691  rounds  an  selected  targets* 

h*  Operation  Beaumaris  (13-18  Feb  67)*  The  5th  Royal 
Australian  Regiment ,  A  Sqn  3d  Cav  Regt  and  Task  Force  Artillery' 
(operating  from  base  location)  did  a  oordon  and  search  of  Xa  An 
Miut  (YS4o59)*  Eleven  hundred  vllligera  were  Interrogated  result¬ 
ing  In  the  detention  of  six  VC  cadre  members,  twelve  VC  suspects 
ana  five  active  VC  sysqpathlzers*  Battery  A  supported  the  operation 
from  base  camp  by  firing  342  rounds  on  seleoted  targets* 

1*  Operation  Dalby  (16  Fib  67)*  A  limited  search  and  des¬ 
troy  operation  conducted  by  the  1st  Australian  Task  Force,  involv¬ 
ing  a  hellborne  ammauftt  into  the  area  between  Dat  Do  YB  4960  and 
Mil  Dat  YS4868*  A  Battery  supported  the  operation  by  firing  237 
rounds  on  seleoted  targets* 

j*  Operation  Xfrlble  (17-18  Feb  67  )•  Early  on  the  morning 
of  17  Feb  the  VC  attacked  Fhouo  Hal  Y8  5153*  Following  later  con¬ 
tacts  by  sector  troops  clearing  the  area,  The  1st  Australian  Task 
foroe  launched  this  operation  to  destroy  the  VC  elements  in  the 
area*  A  hellassault  was  made  in  the  vicinity  of  YS  52  55  end  Imm¬ 
ediate  oontaot  with  an  estimated  VC  battalion  was  made,  oontaot 
was  maintained  until  darkness  when  the  VC  moved  East  and  Northeast 
clearing  the  battlefield  as  they  departed*  In  an  attempt  to  seal 
the  VC  off  elements  of  the  9th  Inf  Div  deployed  East  of  DAt  Do* 

VC  casualties  were  eight  KIA  body  count  and  an  estimated  one  hun¬ 
dred  XIA  unconfirmed*  Battery  A  supported  the  operation  from  base 
camp  by  firing  644  rounds  on  seleoted  targets* 

k*  Operation  Remark  (18-22  Fib)*  A  search  and  destroy 
operation  conducted  by  elements  of  the  1st  Australian  Task  Foroe 
in  the  Long  Eal  mountains  (Y8  4752 )  as  a  follow  up  to  a  B-52  strlfcb 
which  was  requested  on  the  strength  of  firm  Indications  that  Long 
Dat  dlstrlot  company  and,  possibly,  elements  of  D  h45  Bn  were  In 
that  area*  The  operation  netted  one  VC  XIA*  Battery  A  supported 
the  operation  by  firing  799  rounds  on  seleoted  targets* 
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SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April 
1967,  Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

continued 

l.  Operation  KLrrlbllli  (Initiated  23  Fsb  and  continuing) 
Designed  to  deny  the  VC  access  to  our  base  area  by  using  coop  any 
size  patrols*  This  operation  is  expected  to  contlne  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  length  of  time.  Battery  A  is  supporting  the  operation  by 
firing  their  normal  H&X  program. 

m.  Operation  Boston  Tea  Party  (9  Mar  W).  This  was  a  one 
day  operation  consisting  of  a  heliborne  assault  on  a  VC  tax  coll¬ 
ection  point  at  Y8  58l  03V  by  elements  of  the  1st  Australian  Task 
Force.  Battery  A  supported  the  operation  from  base  camp  with  on- 
call  planned  defensive  fires. 

n.  Operation  Leeton  (Initiated  6  Mar  and  continuing). 

An  operation  to  establish  a  company  defensive  location  at  the 
horseshoe  feature  Y8  4962  and  to  erect  a  wire  fence  East  of  Dat  Do 
Y8  4960  and  Phouc  Lol  YS  $0$7 •  Elements  of  the  1st  Australian  Task 
Force  are  carrying  out  the  operation.  Battery  A  is  in  support  of 
the  operation  with  the  normal  H£E  program  and  on-call  planned  def¬ 
ensive  fires. 


O’.  Operation  Ayr  (7  Mar  67).  A  one  day  operation  design¬ 
ed  to  praotlee  heliborne  assault  techniques  and  to  carry  out  limit¬ 
ed  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  area  vicinity  Y6  4973.  The 
6th  Australian  Regiment,  the  101  Field  Arty  Btryv  the  9th  Sqn  Royal 

and  the  ll6th  Assault  Helicopter  Company  took 


Australian  Air  Force 
part.  There  was  negative  enemy  contact 


with  on-call  preplanned  defensive 
preparation  fire. 


Battery  A  was  in  support 


fires*  and  fired  109  roi 


support 
unas  of 


p.  Operation  Portsea  (21  Mar-15  Apr  67).  The  largest 
operation  undertaken  by  the  1st  Australian*  Task  Force.  The  mission 
was  to 1 


(1)  Conduct  search  and  destroy  operations. 

(2)  Repair  and  open  Route  23  from  Dat  Do  YS  4p6o  to 
Xuyen  Moo  YS  0508. 

(3)  Resettle  aquatters  East  of  Dat  Do  and  Blnh  Ola 

YS  4977. 

(4)  Repair  and  open  Route  327  (YS  467 7  to  YS  6076). 

(a)  Units  that  were  Involved  in  Phase  1  were  1 
ATF.  1st  Sqn  11  ACR,  1A3  ARVN  Regt  and  35  ARVN  Rangers.  Phase  1 
of  the  operation  resulted  in  minor  contaot  and  large  quantities  of 
rice  and  equipment  found.  Phase  1  ended  on  31  Mar  67. 
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4-.p(4-)(b)  continued. 

(b)  During  Phase  1  the  11th  ACR  provided  a  small 
liaison  team  to  1  ATF  Artillery  Tactical  Headquarters  to  faclllfc 
tate  air  and  ground  clearance  and  to  provide  liaison. 

(c)  During  the  first  fev  days  of  the  operatjtt* 
naval  gunfire  support  was  provided  by  destroyer  U58  Warrington. 

Naval  gunfire  was  used  as  blocking  fire,  harrassing  fire  and  in  LZ 
preparation. 

(d)  BtriGs  A  and  B  participated  in  this  operation. 

The  175mm  gun  platoon  of  A  Btry  was  attached  to  B  Btry  for  the 
duration  of  the  operation  •  The  8"  platoon  of  B  Btry  was  attach¬ 
ed  to  A  Battery.  Thus,  the  two  batteries  operated  in  a  non-com¬ 
posite  role  for  the  first  time  since  arriving  in-country.  Battery 

A  deployed  to  VIC  YS  4-962.  B  Battery  remained  at  the  battalion  base 
camp  VIC  YS  4-265.  4-288  rounds  of  175mm  and  2t003  rounds  of  8“  «mmm- 
nltlon  was  expended  in  support  of  the  operation. 

q.  Operation  Big  Springs  (31  Jan  thru  16  Deb).  This  oper¬ 
ation  was  a  search  and  destroy  operation  conducted  by  the  173d  Air¬ 
borne  Brigade.  Tor  the  operation.  B  Battery  fired  contact  missions, 
defensive  concentrations,  preparations  and  normal  H&  missions.  Fir¬ 
ing  a  total  of  24-5  missions  B  Battery  expended  1,709  rounds  of  8N 

as  well  as  175mm  ammunition.  Because  of  the  amount  of  ammunition 
handled  the  battery  made  arrangments  with  the  319th  Artillery  Bn 
to  use  their  wrecker  for  off  loading  ammunition. 

r.  Operation  Newark  (18-30  Apr  67).  This  operation  was 
a  search  and  destroy  operation  conducted  by  the  173d  Airborne  Bri¬ 
gade.  B  Battery  was  assigned  a  mission  of  G8R  319th  Artillery  Bn. 

B  Battery  provided  its  own  support.  For  this  operation,  the  btry 
converted  its  175mm  guns  to  8”  howitzers.  During  the  operation, 
the  battery  expended  1,067  rounds  while  firing  207  missions. 

s.  The  following  number  of  missions  were  fired  with  total 
amounts  of  ammunition  listed  below  t 

wi 


A  Battery 

3,506 

6,353 

3,675 

B  Battery 

2,667 

3,305 

5,565 

C  Battery 

3,249 

2,839 

3,631 

TOTALS 

9,622 

12,497 

12,891 
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5*  Logistics* 

a*  During  the  reporting  period  the  general  condition 
of  supply  has  Improved*  Problems  that  remain  are  considered  mi¬ 
nor  and  are  being  resolved* 

b*  Maintenance  support  is  continuing  to  improve  however 
some  minor  problem  areas  still  exist.  The  existing  problems  are  in 
the  process  of  being  resolved* 

6*  Commuications# 

a*  Some  difficulty  has  been  encountered  with  the  AN/VRC 
series  radio  blower  motors.  An  equipment  improvement  recommendation 
is  being  submitted* 

b*  Long  range  communications  with  the  AN/GRC  radio-tele- 
typewrlter  sets  Is  greatly  impaired  because  of  the  unavailability 
of  the  AN/GRA-4  antenna*  The  problem  has  been  reduced  by  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  field  expedient  antenna* 

SECTION  11 

PART  1,  OBSERVATIONS  (C) 

1*  Personnel  and  Adminstration* 

NONE 

2*  Intelligence* 

NONE 

3*  Training  and  Organization* 

NONE 

4*  Operations* 

a*  ITEMi  Need  for  organic  scoop-loaders* 

(1)  DISCUSSION  1  There  is  a  recurring  urgent  need 
to  provide  rapid  field  fortifications  as  a  protection  against  mor¬ 
tar)  rocket  and  ground  attacks  for  the  three  firing  batteries  of 
this  battalion  while  engaged  in  combat  field  operations*  The  firing 
batteries  are  normally  committed  on  widely-separated  and  concurrent 
missions*  They  are  stationed  at'  three  widely-separated  base  camps* 
The  sharing  of  a  scoop-loader  by  two  or  all  three  of  the  batteries 
is  therefore  not  feasible.  A  request  for  three  scoop-loaders  has 
been  submitted  under  the  provisions  of  AR  310-31* 
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4.  a*  (2)  Continued. 

(2)  OBSERVATIONS!  The  acquisition  of  an  organic 
sooop-loader  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  successful  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  this  battalion's  mission. 

5.  Logistics. 

NONE 

6.  Communications. 

a*  ITEMS  AN/VRC-12  Series  Radio  Blower  Motors. 

(1)  DISCUSSIONS  The  blower  motors  in  the  transmitter 
portion  of  the  AN/VRC-12  series  radios  tend  to  blow  out  at  a  high¬ 
er  rate  than  expected  due  to  the  following  cause ss  first,  high  rate 
of  transmissions  due  to  continuous  usage  require  the  blower  motors 
to  operate  at  a  higher  rate  than  normal;  second^  the  high  external 
temperature  to  which  the  radios  are  exposed  activate  the  blower  mo¬ 
tor  spontaneously  at  an  increased  rate.  The  effect  on  a  unit's 
mission  is  to  cause  a  higher  rate  of  deadline  than  had  been  expect¬ 
ed.  The  signal  repair  facility  repairs  deadline!  equipment  prompt¬ 
ly.  so  the  high  deadline  rate  has  not  materially  affected  this 
unit's  mission. 

(2)  OBSERVATION s  This  unit  has  identified  high  usage 
radios,  and  instituted  a  plan  whereby  radios  which  receive  contin¬ 
uous  use  are  rotated  with  less  used  radios  in  order  to  "rest"  the 
blower  motor  components.  Also,  where  feasible,  an  external  fan  is 
allowed  to  blow  aoross  the  equipment,  thereby  keeping  the  outside 
tempeaature  reduced  to  some  extent.  An  equipment  improvment 
recommendation  is  being  submitted. 

b.  ITEMS  AN/GRA-4,  or  Field  Expedient  Substitute  Antenna 
for  AN/GRC-46  Radio-Teletypewriter  6ets. 

(1)  DISCUSSION:  The  whip  antenna  Issued  for  use 
with  the  AN/ORC-46  Radio-Teletypewriter  Sets  is  not  of  sufficient 
strength  to  beam  the  signal  for  any  great  distance  through  second¬ 
ary  rain  forest  suoh  as  is  found  in  the  Republlo  of  Vietnam.  Since 
the  AN/QRC  46  is  used  for  transmissions  with  distant  units,  especia¬ 
lly  in  the  secure  mode,  there  is  a  definite  detriment  to  unit  opera¬ 
tion  when  this  radio  is  n*t  capable  of  reaching  the  dispersed  units. 
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6.  b.  (2)  Continued* 

(2>  OBSERVATIONS!  In  order  to  overcome  this  problem 
it  has  been  neoessaary  for  this  unit  to!  first 9  develop  a  field 
expedient  antenna  to  replace  the  whip  antenna  until  AN/GRA-1*  an¬ 
tennas  could  be  obtained;'  and  second,  to  obtain  the  AN/GRA-4  an¬ 
tenna  by  hand  receipt  from  another  unit  when  the  antenna  became 
available*  Higher  headquarters  should  contemplate  Including  the 
AN/GRA-4  antenna,  on  a  one  for  one  basis,  on  all  Tables  of  Organ¬ 
ization  and  Equipment  which  contain  the  AN/0RC-46  Radio-Teletype¬ 
writer  Set* 

SECTION  11 

PART  11,  REC EMENDATIONS 

1*  Personnel  and  Administration* 

NONE 

2*  Intelligence* 

NONE 

3*  Operations* 

NONE 

5*  Logistics* 

a*  The  whip  antennas  for  the  AN/GRC-46  Radio-Teletypewrit¬ 
er  be  replaced  with  th6  AN/GRA-4  antenna* 


b. 

scoop-loader 


The  firing  batteries  of  this  battalion  be  issued  one 


GLENN  W.  MILLION* 


LTC,  Artillery 
Commanding 
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AVGA-C  (U  Ma y  67)  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Quarterly  Period  Ending  30  April  1967* 
Reports  Control  Symbol  CSFOR-65 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS,  54TH  ARTILLERY  GROUP,  APO  96376  24  May  1967 

THRU:  Co— ndiag  General,  II  Field  Force  Vletnan  Artillery,  ATTN:  AVFB- 
FAC,  APO  96266 

Commanding  General,  United  States  krwj  Vletnan,  ATTN:  AVC-DH,  APO 
96307 

Cooaand er-In-Chie f ,  Unit  ed  States  Amy  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-OT, 

APO  9655S 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Any,  ATTN:  ACSPOft-DA,  Washington,  D.C.,  20310 

1.  (U)  The  quarterly  report  submitted  by  the  1st  Bn,  83d  Artillery 
is  considered  adequate. 

2.  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I  paragraph  4a,  Need  for  Organic 
Scoop  Loaders.  The  54th  Artillery  Group  strongly  concurs  with  the  require¬ 
ment  for  a  loader,  scoop  type,  DLS  driven,  4  whls  2j  cu  yds,  FSN  3805- 
620-4944  or  some  type  of  earth  moving  equipment  for  each  firing  battery. 

It  is  felt  that  a  scoop  loader  would  be  best  suited  for  the  firing  batteries. 
A  letter  has  been  written  requesting  authorisation  of  scoop  loaders  for 
all  fixing  batteries  of  this  Group. 

3*  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Fart  I  paragraph  6a,  AN/VRC-12  Series 
Radio  Blower  Motors.  The  loss  of  radios  due  to  blower  motors  burning  out 
is  an  increasing  problem.  Solutions  to  the  problems  are  deposit  radios 
in  ftfinibtg  bunkers  out  of  direct  range  of  sunlight  and  remote  into  the 
operations  of  FDC,  have  float  radios  avaj^tkble  to  alternate  every  few 
hours  to  allow  components  to  cool. 

4.  (C)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  I  paragraph  6b.  This  Headquarters 

strongly  concurs  with  the  requirements  for  more  effective  antennas.  The 
climate  and  terrain  of  Vietnam  drastically  reduc  es  the  range  of  our  present 
antennas  and  the  coonunication  situation  at  times  is  critical.  USARV  is 
in  the  process  of  squiring  new  AN  radios,  the  AN/GRC-142.  The  radio  has 
an  AN/GRA-50  antenna  included  as  a  component.  Using  the  AN/GRA-50  antenna 
with  the  new  side  band  AM  radios  will  increase  the  range  capability  up  to 
75  miles.  This  should  meet  any  coanunication  requirements  of  the  using 
unit. 


5.  (U)  Reference  Section  II,  Part  II.  This  Headquarters  concurs 
with  all  recommend atigns  of  the  1st  Bn,  83d  Artillery. 

\A  CHARLES  M.  MI ZELL  I 

Colonel,  Artillery 
Commanding 
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AYJB-FAO  (14  May  67)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJICTi  Operational  Baport  for  Quarterly  Period  m^ing  50  April  1967, 
Ha porti  Control  Syabol  CSFOR-63 


THRU*  Commanding  General,  II  Tiald  Faroe  Vietnam,  IPO  96266 

Ooumdlng  General,  United  States  Army  Yietnaa,  ITTHs  AVO-DB, 

APO  96307 

Commander-In-Chief ,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTV*  GPOP-MH, 

APO  96336 

TO*  Asa  latent  Chief  of  Staff  for  Faroe  Development,  Depart  asnt  of  the 

Aray  (ACSTOB,  da)  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

1*  (U)  The  quarterly  report  of  the  1st  Battalion,  83d  Artillery  ade¬ 

quately’  reflects  the  operations  ad  lessons  lsaaad  during  the  reporting 
period* 


2*  (c)  Reference  Seotion  II,  Port  I,  paragraph  4a,  Feed  for  Organic 

Sooop  Loaders*  This  headquarters  is  prssently  staffing  the  letter  referen¬ 
ced  in  paragraph  2,  1st  Indorsement* 

3*  (C)  Referenoe  Seotion  II,  Part  I,  paragraph  6a,  Al/VRC-12  Series 

Radio  Blower  Motors*  The  loss  of  those  radios  dus  to  blower  not  or  burnout 
is  a  problem  within  this  ooananA*  Reoomnand  the  radios  be  modified  to  pro¬ 
vide  better  oooling,  i.  e«,  a  larger  heavy  duty  blower  motor,  a  larger  ease 
to  facilitate  oool  air  flow  and/or  exterior  Insulation  to  decrease  heat  by 
solar  radiation*  This  headquarters  is  preparing  an  HR  making  this  recom¬ 
mendation* 

4*  (U)  Canour  with  other  oomants  end  observations  in  baalo  document 

and  1st  Indorsement* 


SAXMORD  P.  XDRFST 
Brigadier  Osnsrd.,  DBA 
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AVFBC-H  (5  May  67)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT  1  Operational  Beport-Leeeone  Learned,  let  Battalion,  83d 
Artillery,  30  April  1967  (BCS  CSPOR-65) 

BA,  HQ  H  FFOBGBV,  APO  San  Franc iaco  96266  j 6  JUN  867 

THBUt  Commanding  General,  USAHV,  ATTHi  AVHQC-DH,  APO  96307 

Coriander  in  Chief,  US  Axny  Bacifio,  ATTHi  GPOP-MH,  APO  96338 

TO  1  Aesietant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Foroe  Development,  Dept  of  the 
Amy,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  (u)  The  inclosed  report  ie  fo 'warded. 

2.  (u)  Concur  with  all  ooomente  and  reconmandations  in  the  report 
and  two  indorsements. 

FOB  THE  CCMMAHEBHt 


1  Inol 
no 


,  JAMES  A.  ULVENES 
Ls  CPT,  ACC 
Ant  AG 
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AVHQC-D8T  (5  Hay  67)  4th  Ini 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report-Lessone  Laamad  for  tha  Period  Ending 
30  April  1967  (BC3  CSFCR-65)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMX  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96307  1  7  JUL  igt 

TO*  Co— anriar  in  Chief,  Jnited  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTN*  GFOP-Ot, 

APO  96558 

1*  (U)  Thia  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  period  ending  30  April  1967  from  Headquarters,  1st  Battalion 
83d  Artillery* 

2*  (C)  Pertinent  eoanents  follow: 

a*  Reference  item  concerning  need  for  organic  scoop  loaders, 
page  11|  paragraph  2,  1st  Indorsement;  paragraph  2,  2d  Indorsement!  This 
natter  ie  under  etudy  pending  receipt  of  referenced  letter* 

b*  Reference  item  concerning  AN/VRC-12  series  radio  blower 
no  tors,  page  12;  paragraph  3,  1st  Indorsement;  and  paragraph  3,  3d  Indorse¬ 
ment:  Concur  with  the  action  taken  as  indicated  in  2d  Indorsement*  EOOM 
field  office  HVH  has  been  notified. 

c*  Reference  item  concerning  AN/GRA-4,  and  substitute  antenna 
for  A^GRC-46  STT,  page  12  and  paragraph  4,  1st  Indorsement:  Concur  in 
the  consents  of  the  1st  Indorsement*  As  an  interim  measure  the  unit  can 
easily  fabricate  doublet  antennas  following  guidance  given  in  technical 

manuals* 

FOR  THE  GOtMAMDER: 
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GP0P-DT(5  May  67)  5th  led  (0) 

SUBJICT:  Operational  Report  for  tha  Quarterly  Period  Kndlng  30  April  1967 
froa  HQ,  let  Bn,  83d  Arty  (80S  CSFOft-65)  (0) 


HQ,  08  AlHf,  PACIFIC,  APO  San  Franclaco  96558  4  OCTtHf 

TO:  Aaalatant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Developasnt,  Dapartaant  of  tha 
Aray,  Washington,  D.  C*  20310 

Ihla  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
Indorsaasnta  and  concurs  In  the  report  as  Indorsed. 

FOR  THB  CCMOMDB  Dl  CHOP: 

^  0.  L.  loMCfttXi 
MU.  100 

Asst  10 


